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Welcome to the resources to help prepare you for your further study of 

Sociology A Level at Ravensbourne Sixth Form. You have chosen a 

subject that will ‘keep you on your toes’ and make you think in ways 

you couldn’t imagine. You will certainly have a very different outlook 

on society by the end of your course. 

 

Sociology is a rigorous academic subject that complements a range of 

other subjects through its development of analytical and evaluative 

skills and the essay writing and critical thinking skills learnt in sociology 

are excellent preparation for university and other career paths. 

Sociology is the study of society and of people and their behaviour.  It is 

a fascinating subject based on aspects of society about which we all 

have experience; you are encouraged to look beyond the obvious and 

to examine the patterns and relationships that shape both our society 

and the individuals within it. 

 

Overview of the course: 

 

This is a two-year course that ends with three two-hour papers each 

carrying an equal weighting towards your final A-level grade (A*-E). 

 

Topics we will cover will include: 

 

Year 12      Year 13 

 

Theories of Sociology    Crime and Deviance 

Family and Household    Media 

Methods of Sociology     Methods of Sociology 

Education      Theories of Sociology 

 

 

Look at the specification for more detail about these topics. You can 

find this at:  

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-

7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF 

 

You will be expected to know and understand (AO1) the information 

about the topics, to be able to apply (AO2) that knowledge and 

understanding and to be able to analyse and evaluate (AO3) that 

knowledge and understanding. 

 

Over the next five weeks, you will be completing some tasks to provide 

you with a wider understanding of the topics that you will study with 

me. If you have any questions about studying Sociology then please 

contact me directly at rpeprah@trs.e21c.co.uk 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF
mailto:kate.flatley@riversidecollege.ac.uk
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What is Sociology?   

 

1a: Watch the following clip and jot down 5 things that tell you what 

Sociology is. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK5J0-cM-HE 

 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

 

We recommend you understand and use Cornell Notes to prepare for 

you A-Level.  Please see this video to help you develop the technique: 

https://youtu.be/WtW9IyE04OQ 

 

 

1b: Create Cornell Notes based on the content of this clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio 

 

1c: In 100-150 words produce a summary of what you believe 

Sociology to be. Refer and include aspect from your notes in your 

response.   

 

1d: Find the definitions for the following concepts:  

• Agents of socialisation  

• Socialisation  

• Primary socialisation  

• Secondary socialisation  

• Norms  

• Values  
 

A core theme of A Level Sociology is different social groups. You may 

have come across social differences in a range of Key Stage 3 and 4 

subjects even if you have not studied GCSE Sociology. You should be 

familiar with the concept of culture and identity. This section is aimed 

at familiarising yourselves with differences related to social groups, 

including class, age, gender and ethnicity.  

 

Research definitions and complete the following glossary of key terms:  

https://youtu.be/WtW9IyE04OQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio
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Key word Definition Where appropriate, try to 

provide an example 

which illustrates the 

concept. 

Ageing population   

 

 

 

Achieved status   

 

 

 

 

Ascribed status   

 

 

 

 

Culture   

 

 

 

 

Ethnicity   

 

 

 

 

Gender   

 

 

 

 

Identity   

 

 

 

 

Institutional racism   

 

 

 

 

Racism   

 

 

 

 

Social Class   
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Sociology is the study of human social life. There are many different aspects of 

Sociology to address, so you must be curious and attentive to looking at the 

world in a different way! 

 

 
 

 
 

Look at this photograph; not 

everything is as it seems! 

 

 

 

There is usually another way of looking at things 

– and that is what we do as sociologists. 
 
We take normal, taken-for-granted life and 

turn it upside down, looking for meanings. And very often we end up 

seeing things very differently. 

The Debate 

 

Your task is to prepare for a debate exploring the following statements. 

To prepare you must research facts and statistics, making notes giving 

your own opinion and possible arguments against.   

 

2a: Class 

 

“The idea of meritocracy would suggest that if you work hard, you can 

go anywhere and do anything. I guess this explains why the working 

class remain poor ” 

 

Your opinion  Arguments against 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjigqiopOLbAhVMVxQKHWZzBw0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.seenox.org/incredible-visual-illusions-will-make-you-feel-like-on-drugs/&psig=AOvVaw3FBeiv_qt64EG9G-NAIyRO&ust=1529585523353145
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2b: Gender  

 

“Men and women shouldn't be treated as equal”  

 

Your opinion  Arguments against 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2c: Ethnicity  

 

“Black lives matter movement is a waste of time as change will not 

happen”  

 

Your opinion  Arguments against 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


