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Chapter 1  
Democracy & Participation Pre-chewed Politics 

 
How do we use direct democracy in the UK?  

 
What is a referendum? 
 
 

 

 
Are referendum 
results binding on 
Parliament, or are they 
only advisory? 
 

 

 
How much influence 
does Parliament and 
the government have 
over referendums? 
  

 

 
What are initiatives?  

 

 
How are referendums 
different in America? 

 

 
What sorts of issues 
are usually decided by 
referendum in the UK? 
 
 

 

 
What sorts of issues 
are voted on in US 
initiatives and 
referendums? 
 

 

 
Why has the use of 
referendums 
increased since 1997? 
 
 

 


