0 African-Americans in the North and South

e the impact of the Second World
War on the black population in
the US

Extract from Executive Order 9981, 26 July 1948, in which Truman declared
the abolition de jure of the practice of segregation in the US armed forces:

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States, by the

Constitution and the statutes of the United States, and as Commander in Chief

the start of the campaigns for civil of the armed services, it is hereby ordered as follows:

rights and the role of the NAACP 1. Itis hereby declared to be the policy of the president that there shall be
equality of treatment and opportunity for all persons in the armed services
without regard to race, color, religion or national origin. This policy shall be
put into effect as rapidly as possible, having due regard to the time required
to effectuate any necessary changes without impairing efficiency or morale.

_ There shall be created in the National Military Establishment an advisory
committee to be known as the President’s Committee on Equality of
Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services, which shall be composed
of seven members to be designated by the president.

the responses of the federal and
state authorities to civil rights.

RCTIVITY SR e
Evaluating primary sources

Look carefully at the wording of
Source 1. Why was desegregation of
the army seen as highly important in
the quest for African-American civil
rights? Are there any problems with
the wording?

The impact of the Second World War

For many black Americans, both at home and in the army, the irony of their
opponents in the Second World War was painfully clear. A brutal, ideological
enemy committed to ideas of racial superiority was something many were
used to in the small towns of the South.

The experience of soldiers

Before 1940 army units had been segregated and during the Second World
War African-American soldiers largely served in logistics rather than on the
frontline. The Red Cross wouldn't accept blood donations from black people
and when black and white soldiers were stationed in British towns ahead of the
D-Day invasions they were kept strictly segregated. Fights frequently broke out
between black and white American servicemen and British locals would join in
on the black soldiers’ side.

de jure: a Latin term meaning ‘in law/
legally’

A CLOSER LOOK '

The reception of black soldiers in Europe

Many black servicemen were astonished by the reception they received
when stationed in the UK and as troops made their way across Europe.
Europeans saw Americans as liberators regardless of colour and the status
of black soldiers was enhanced by their courtesy, relative wealth in terms of
wages and supplies and the music and culture they brought with them. For
young black men, especially those raised in southern towns perpetually in

fear, this was a revelation.
e —

The experience at home

Meanwhile, at home the demands of the wartime economy increased
the ‘Great Migration’ of black workers north into the major cities where

government contracts had created huge demand across a variety of industries: =

With steady jobs, good wages and a concentration of black families in areas
of cities like Detroit, Chicago and Cleveland, came political influence in the
election of city mayors and even members of Congress.
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Black newspapers like the Chicago Defender become m
active in their campaigns, notably the ‘D{)(uble \% campaigzr:vllzicz:ll)luelir i?c]i(ilwere
linked victory ovei the Nazis to victory over racism at home, The bla§< !
newspapers contributed to increased political awaren, i i
the growing wealth of some African-}&)mericans, led t(e)s: iﬁg frtl 1:}’1: (1)111151{;1()1 WIflh
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peovle (NAAeCrJSP ¥
founded in 1909). By the time Eisenhower came to power membgrshi had )
reached over a million and this provided funding for its ambitious le 51 :
campaigns. A second civil rights group, Congress of Racial Equality (gCORE)
was founded in 1942. It focused on the North and together with the union ’
movement, led by A Philip Randolph’s Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porte
and began to adopt a more proactive but peaceful approach to civil rights fS:
The impact of the Second World War undoubtedly led to advances ?or ‘
African-Americans, but there were also severe racial tensions, including a 1943
race riot in Detroit involving 100,000 which led to 34 deaths. Zﬁrmy leac%ers
became so concerned that the army commissioned the Hollywood director, Frank
Capra, tq make The Negro Soldier (1944), a film intended to reduce pre'udiée
It is difficult to assess the extent of social change during and becajus f h
Second World War even for historians. Adam Fairclough for instance roes
t}.lat no breakthrough emerged whereas Robert Cook suggests that mea\fvil;es
did more than any other event to drag the South into the twentieth centur
Although extensive shifts in wealth and demographics took place, the ofty.
proved temporary and did not fundamentally change attitudes. e

§ KEYS
A Philip Randolph (1889-1979)
was born in Florida. In 1917 he
founded a political magazine,
The Messenger, before going on to found
the black trade union Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters in 1925,
He successfully used his influence to push
Roosevelt to found the FEPC and Truman
to desegregate the military. He also co-
organised the 1963 March on Washington
and gave the first speech there.

FIg. 1 Randolph was a leading figure in
the Civil Rights Movement

African- i i
Illlc(l;tan Americans in the South in the Truman years
rast to the North most African-Americans in the South lived in small

rural to :

i an‘;’}f::-vl\;;;e thecir worked in agricultural occupations or in menial service
i efu-n er the close watch of the white population and under
- wereok J lmf Crow L?ws. Education was segregated and African-

e aIelpt rom voting using a variety of borderline illegal methods.
Mere afforde . extremely powerful unifying force and black preachers
Population M;'hic ;6; rgspect than o‘rdinary African-Americans by the white

e e ;o many being content not to challenge segregation.
Bty ove. ?}fe rom the legacy of the lynchings of the 1920s and 1930s

Segregation ey e black population and, for many, standing up against

ible Joge o 'mfsan I}arassment and violence for their families and the

eir jobs if news reached their white employers.

ind South
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but never such a dense concentration of stumblebums, pushers, hookers, public
crap-shooters, even little kids running around at midnight begging for pennies,
half-naked and barefooted. Some of the railroad cooks and waiters had told me
to be very careful, because muggings, knifings and robberies went on every
night among these Negroes | ... ] just a few blocks from the White House.

A CLOSER LOOK

The Nation of Islam

Established in 1930 to improve the spiritual, mental, social and economic
condition of African-Americans, from 1934 the Nation of Islam was led

by Elijah Muhammed. Its doctrines include the beliefs that the original
men were black, and white men had been created by an evil scientist
named Yakub. The movement also preached self-reliance and self-respect,
encouraging black people to reject drink and drugs and shop only in black-
controlled shops. After the death of Malcolm X in 1965 the movement
declined but remains active to this day.

l.‘ “ t
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Malcolm X was a Muslim

Minister and human rights
activist

Malcolm X (1925-65) was born
Malcolm Little in Nebraska. He
joined the Nation of Islam in

1948 during his time in prison for
robbery. His charismatic style made
him nationally infamous after his
appearance in a TV documentary
called The Hate that Hate Produced
in 1959 where he espoused a
confrontational attitude towards
white people. He was assassinated in
1965 after breaking away from the
Nation.

Prejudice existed in the North however it wasn't enforced by Jim Crow Laws but

a combination of economic segregation, social pressure and ghettoisation. Black
populations in Northern cities were a relatively recent addition, only 8 per cent

of African-Americans lived outside the South in 1900 but “The Great Migration’
caused substantial dislocation of the Southern black population. This was brought
on by various factors: fear of the revived Ku Klux Klan, the mechanisation of
agriculture, the Great Depression and the creation of huge numbers of factory
jobs all provided incentives to leave the South. In the 1940s 1.4 million black
citizens did just that and they were followed in the 1950s by a further 1.1 million.

Blue states were part of the Union and represent the “North.”

Red states decided to form the Confederate States of America and represent the South.

!
| i joi racy.
v Yellow states were “border” states which means they endorsed slavery but did not elect to seceed and join the confederacy.

White areas are current states that were not organized as states during the war.
| A CLOSER LOOK

The Ku Klux Klan was a secret society that flourished in the 1950s and
espoused an ideology of racial purity. They employed violent tactics against
those that disagreed with their views. The third Klan was a loose collection
of groups in the South but was responsible for several murders and
countless acts of intimidation.

1 j Southern
Fig.2 Allegiances at the time of the Civil War [1861—-65) which was largely fought over the issue of s{af\;erg, which the So
& [or Confederate] states wanted to maintain and the Northern (or Union] states wanted to abolis

A CLOSER LOOK
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CECTH IS
Evaluating primary sources

Evaluate the provenance, tone,
emphasis, content and argument of
Source 2.

Jim Crow Laws

These were laws enacted in the South from 1876 to 1965 at the state or l?cal
level which made it illegal for black people to use the same .wate'r 'f(.)untauni,‘i |
waiting rooms, bus seats, cinemas, libraries and other public facilities aslw t: .
people. They derived their legality from the 1826 Supreme Court. case P esi,}i)d;,d
Ferguson that established that states could provide segregated facilities pro |

i

they were ‘separate but equal. In reality, facilities for black people were inferiot =

B

African-Americans in the North in the Truman years

Taken from The Autobiography of Malcolm X. Co-authored with the j.our‘nalist
Alex Haley and published in 1965, it recounts Malcolm’s life from his time as @

hustler to his conversion to Islam:

| was astounded to find in the nation’s capital, just a few b|.ocks from Capitol HI"'s
thousands of Negroes living worse than any I'd ever see.n |n'the poorest sectllo:

of Roxbury [the area of Boston where Malcolm X lived]; in dirt-floor shacks alo 10%
unspeakably filthy lanes with names like Pig Alley and Goat Alley. | had seen a 10%

figd s African-American woman ha
New York in 1950

ving been evicted from her apartment in

ghettoisation: the process of
certain areas of cities becoming
dominated by one ethnic group as
others move out; this is usually
linked to a decline in facilities like
education, healthcare and housing
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de facto: from the Latin meaning ‘in
fact’ or ‘in reality’

Powell was a politician and
civil rights leader

Adam Clayton Powell (1908-72)
was a former Baptist preacher turned
politician who represented Harlem
in the House of Representatives
from 1945 to 1971. He was a key
spokesman for African-Americans
in the North. In 1961 he became
Chair of the House Education and
Labor Committee which put him in
a key position to aid the progress of
the social legislation of Presidents
Kennedy and Johnson.

T R e
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Evaluating primary sources

What difficulties does Truman
highlight in this speech in Source 3,
that had prevented a successful attack
on ‘prejudice and discrimination’?

After moving to the North, from the 1940s most African-Americans

lived in cramped apartments in the centre of cities. Rents were often high
and landlords could afford to neglect property owing to demand always
exceeding supply. Even though many were in work they were prevented
from moving out to the growing suburbs by the ‘restricted covenants’ and
de facto segregation operated by realtors (estate agents). Though black
people faced prejudice in housing, education and employment there were
benefits to their concentration in the cities. As white people left for the new
suburbs, black political power grew, enabling black members of the House
of Representatives to be elected such as William L Dawson in Chicago and
Adam Clayton Powell in Harlem. As well as some political influence, the
proximity of the black population made it easier to organise and groups such
as the NAACP (started in Baltimore in 1909), CORE (started in Chicago in
1942), the Urban League (started in New York in 1910) and the Nation of
Islam (started in Detroit in 1930) grew in membership during and after the
war years.

Jobs were available too although they were often poorly paid except for in
the automobile industry around Detroit. However black artists and sportsmen
could gain recognition and wealth. Jackie Robinson had become the first
black baseball player in Major League Baseball in 1947 and was awarded Most
Valuable Player (MVP) by 1949. In addition, Joe Louis had held the World
Heavyweight Boxing title for 12 years by 1949, while Louis Armstrong, Miles
Davis, Charlie Parker, Billie Holiday and many others had established well
paid careers in the clubs of the northern cities.

Although not on the same scale as in the South, relations with white people
were tense and none more so than with the police who would often resort to
violence in their dealings with the black population. The justice system was far
harsher on black defendants than white ones as Malcolm X was to discover in
1946 when he began an eight- to ten-year sentence for burglary.

the North and the South and the problems they shared.

The campaigns for civil rights

Extract from President Truman's address to the NAACP at the Lincoln Memorial,
June 1947:

We can no longer afford the luxury of a leisurely attack upon prejudice and
discrimination. There is much that state and local governments can do in
providing positive safeguards for civil rights. But we cannot, any longer,

await the growth of a will to action in the slowest state or the most backward
community. Our national government must show the way. Thisis a difficult and
complex undertaking. Federal laws and administrative machineries must be
improved and expanded. We must provide the government with better tools to
do the job.

The immediate post-war period saw a more proactive approach from the
major civil rights groups. While the Urban League and the Nation of Islam
concentrated their efforts in the North, CORE and the NAACP found success

in the southern states.

CHAPTER 4

A CLOSER LOOK

‘Journey of Reconciliation’

On 10 April 1947 CORE organised a group of eight white and

eight black men on what was to be a two-week bus trip through
Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky in an effort to
end segregation in interstate travel. CORE called it the ‘Journey

of Reconciliation’ and although the group were arrested and jailed
repeatedly they succeeded in generating substantial media interest in
the issue of desegregation.

The most successful civil rights group in the Truman years was the NAACP.
Their long-term tactic of seeking to challenge segregation through the courts
had begun to pay dividends. Many of the NAACP’s cases were focused on
undermining a Supreme Court decision from 1896, Plessy v. Ferguson. Here
the Supreme Court declared that Homer Plessy had not been discriminated
against in terms of his 14th Amendment rights when he was asked to sit in the
coloured carriage of a train, establishing a principle that ‘separate but equal’
facilities were acceptable and legitimising segregation in any state that chose to
enact Jim Crow Laws.

After establishing a Legal Defence Fund in 1939 the NAACP began to
raise money to take on cases that would challenge the principle of Plessy

v. Ferguson, with this money they were able to hire the best black lawyers,

notably Robert Carter, Charles Hamilton Houston and his protégée,

Thurgood Marshall. From 1944 to 1950 the NAACP won a series of cases

before the Supreme Court which challenged different aspects of segregation,

including:

o 1944 - Smith v. Allwright - a voting rights case which allowed African-
Americans in Texas to vote in Primaries (elections used by political parties
to choose a candidate).

1946 — Morgan v. Virginia - a transport-related case which ruled that
segregation on interstate buses was illegal.

1948 — Shelley v. Kramer - a housing-related case that said estate agents
could not refuse to show and sell houses to black clients if the seller had
placed a ‘restrictive covenant’ on the property.

1950 — Henderson v. US - a transport case where the Supreme Court ruled
that segregation in railway dining cars was illegal.

1950 — McLaurin v. Oklahoma State — an education case. George McLaurin
was allowed to enter the University of Oklahoma to pursue a PhD but was
kept segregated from other students.

1950 - Sweatt v. Painter - a second education case; the Court ruled that
the provision of a ‘separate but equal’ Law School for Heman Sweatt

and others to attend was not equal to the white University of Texas Law
School.

31;; :5ccess of these cases emboldened the NAACP and brought substantial

onations to its fundraising arm, all of which prepared the way for the

biggest court case since the organisation was founded in 1909. The 1954

Brown v. Board of Education case, first argued in the Supreme Court in the

last month of Truman’s presidency was to prove pivotal to the Civil Rights
Movement.

faw a diagram showing the areas of segregation these cases were focused on
and why these areas were targeted by the NAACP.

African-Americans in the North and South

Thurgood Marshall (1908-93) was

a lawyer for the NAACP who won

a series of cases before the Supreme
Court, notably Brown v. Board of
Education in 1954, a decision that
desegregated public schools. Kennedy
promoted him to the United States
Court of Appeals. President Johnson
nominated him to the United States
Supreme Court in 1967.

v. Board of Education case’s impact
on the Civial Rights Movement, see
Chapter 8, page 65
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Bill of Rights: the collective term for
the first ten Amendments of the
US constitution, laying out the
rights of all Americans

table in the cafe

The responses of the federal and state authorities

to civil rights
Civil rights campaigners expected little from Truman given his southern
background. He came from a small town in the former slave state of Missouri
where Jim Crow Laws were still enforced. Despite all this, Truman believed in
fairness. While serving in Jackson County public office, he saw the problems
faced by African-Americans in urban areas and in 1940 he gave a remarkably
brave speech in Sedalia, Missouri, while seeking re-election declaring that he
believed in the ‘brotherhood’ of black and white men before the law.

Truman also proclaimed his horror at the treatment of black soldiers
returning from the war; some had been thrown out of trucks and beaten
in Mississippi. A growing media was providing more coverage of racially
motivated beatings and murders and Truman felt that something had to be
done. In 1946, he established “The President’s Committee on Civil Rights’ and
told its members that he wanted the Bill of Rights to be become a reality.

‘To Secure these Rights’

The committee released its report entitled “To Secure These Rights’ in 1947.

It was a scathing attack on all aspects of discrimination both in the North but
particularly in the South, citing education, housing, public facilities (such as
parks, water fountains, waiting rooms) and voting rights as the prime areas of
discrimination. Truman responded by giving a radical civil rights speech toa
joint session of Congress in February 1948 asking Congress to support measures
including federal protection against lynching, protection of the right to vote,
and a permanent and better funded FEPC. The proposals were electorally risky
given the presence of many Dixiecrat congressmen and were never successfully
implemented. They may even have contributed to the narrowness of his election
victory later that year by dividing the party over the issue of race.

Opposition from fellow Democrats
The opposition from fellow Democrats was a key factor hampering Truman. AS
a Democrat he was nominally the head of the Democratic Party which covered
a broad spectrum of beliefs. Members of the party included extreme racists

such as James O Eastland, a Senator for Mississippi, and Strom Thurmond,
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a Senator for South Carolina as well as Governors like Fielding L Wright in
Mississippi and Herman Talmadge in Georgia. Southern politicians, keenly
aware of the importance of segregation to the voters to whom they were
accountable, largely balked at the idea of any concessions to the fledgling

Civil Rights Movement. In the absence of widespread media coverage and

with much of the campaigning coming via the NAACP’s efforts in the courts
Truman’ putative attempts to push the issue of civil rights was met with ,
obstruction and delay by southern politicians who covered their racism behind
a veneer of defending the rights of their states from federal interference.

The wider political context

The Republican Party saw no need to engage with the Civil Rights Movement
Eisenhower barely mentioned the issue in his 1952 campaign, However, ’
internationally segregationist attitudes were damaging the US’s reputati,on
Added to this, the collapse of the European empires was creating indepen(ient
new countries in Africa and Asia who would hold influence at the UN

and were being wooed by the Soviet Union, increasing the pressure on the
president to be seen to act.
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1. Draw a spider diagram which

The international situation

f}?ef T}':u(;n'an, raci;'a.l issu'es were not just a matter of North and South but
led};o:o 1r11ternat1onal 1mP1ications. The end of the Second World War had
. dn y to the formation of tl'le UN but also to increased agitation for +
R f_r;ﬁe mn9ngst the colonies of France, Belgium, the Netherlands
E t?le >Sli’omlh ly, Britain. Truman was aware of how segregation and violence 2
- ooked overseas and with newly independent countries also
g entitled to a seat at the United Nations the danger of alienating the

rican states in i
particular was very real.
\ y

—

covers the policies Truman
enacted to help black people in
the areas of voting, jobs, housing,
education and healthcare from the
‘Fair Deal’.

. Hold a class debate with the

motion ‘This house believes that
Truman did all he could to address
the issue of black civil rights.’
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You will need to consider how far, if

at all, Truman addressed the issue

of civil rights and also explain how
political pressure affected him.
Remember that political pressure can
encompass a desire for re-election,
pressure from members of his own
party, from the Republican Party,
from the states and from overseas
issues. You may also want to consider
whether economic issues played a
role.

You should aim to engage with the
sources’ different perspectives.
What did it mean for the president

to pass an Executive Order like this
for African-Americans? What does
Malcolm X’s surprise suggest about
the situation in Washington and what
kind of problems does his account
highlight?

Summary

In 1946 Truman described discrimination as a disease and cited the
opportunity to vote, find employment and have access to quality housing,
education and medical care as the cure. There is clear evidence in this chapter
of how he attempted to address each of these areas, despite the considerable
strains on his presidency.

Truman may not have achieved the landmark legislation of Johnson, nor
the heroic status of Kennedy when it comes to popular interpretations of the
Civil Rights Movement’s key figures, but his efforts laid the groundwork for
their successes and continued in the traditions established by Roosevelt.

‘Truman’s failure to address African-American civil rights effectively was a result of
political pressure.’ Assess the validity of this view.

D

With reference to Sources 1 and 2 and your understanding of the historical context,
which of these two sources is more valuable in explaining the problems affecting
African-Americans?

Eisenhower: Tranquillity and crisis,

1952-1960

e The presidency under Eisenhower

Eisenhower’s personality

Fig. 1 Eisenhower arriving at the Republican Party Convention in 1952

e
Dwight D Eisenhower (1890-1969), also known as ‘Ike, became the 34th
president of the United States in January 1953. In many ways Eisenhower
was a classic Republican. But he was far from a stereotypical soldier despite
hls‘being a five-star general who served as Supreme Commander of the
Allies in Europe in the Second World War and as supreme commander

Oof NATO. Although a Republican he was committed to the USA above all

an.d .sought to lead without infringing on the rights of the states and with
Mminimal government involvement.

lI:n 39515131 Dle'igl}t D Eisenhower ended 20 years of Democratic presidents with a
- € election victory over Adlai Stevenson. Eisenhower was an American
Corn;n e(‘iNaS honourable,. aﬁa})le and gregarious as a man, and as a soldier he
e, Lan ed respect and inspired confidence in his troops. His biographer

;I Lyon argues that Eisenhower was distressed when people didn't like
B al\I:Id he refgsed to speak ill of anyone. Eisenhower was devoted to his
ldufth oarziue, with whom’he had two children though only John survived into

» who . Of the C(?uplers four grandchildren Eisenhower doted on David

E om the Presidential retreat ‘Camp David’ is named and who married

Ons daughter Julie in 1968.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Eisenhower’s personality

Eisenhower’s policies of ‘dynamic
conservatism’

Nixon as Vice President and the
Republican party

the end of McCarthyism under
Eisenhower.

Eisenhower?

Many of Stevenson’s policies
formed the basis of the
Kennedy campaign

Adlai Stevenson (1900-65) served
as Governor of Illinois before being
nominated as the Democratic

* candidate in 1952. After being

resoundingly beaten he stood

and lost again in 1956 as no other
Democrats felt they could beat
Eisenhower. JFK appointed him as
Ambassador to the UN in 1961.




