EDEXCEL GCE A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY

TRANSITION TO A-LEVEL

THE GEOGRAPHY OF CORONAVIRUS

Reading for Meaning: Whilst the emergence of new diseases is not unheard of, (consider
HIV, SARS and MERS), the novel coronavirus has proven to be one of the greatest
challenges the world has seen. Not only has the disease become a pandemic (a global
epidemic) creating an unprecedented health crisis, it has also destabilised the global
economy unlike any crisis seen before. The consequences of coronavirus have temporarily
changed our way of life but will ultimately change the world. The long-term
consequences remain to be seen, and whilst it seems to only be for the negative, there is
great potential for positive change that will benefit humanity in the 21 century.

As part of your preparations for A-Level study, you will be asked to research the impacts
of coronavirus linked to some of the key topics covered in the Edexcel A-level syllabus.

The areas covered in the A-Level Syllabus include:
Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards.
Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change - Topic 2B: Coastal Landscapes
and Change
Topic 3: Globalisation
Topic 4: Shaping Places - Topic 4A: Regenerating Places
Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Topic 7: Superpowers.
Topic 8: Global Development and Connections - Topic 8A: Health, Human Rights and
Intervention

The aim is to introduce some of the key themes of A-level Geography through the
study of coronavirus and its impacts on these geographical areas. This will also develop
your enquiry skills to explore and evaluate contemporary geographical questions
and issues through critical thinking and evaluation allowing you to develop synoptic
links.

The following tasks are designed to investigate coronavirus through key aspects of the
syllabus. They are not in chronological sequence but rather by relevance to the
topic.
You will find two components:
1) Context questions which will introduce you to fundamental geographical
knowledge in each key topic.
2) Coronaquestions that will ask you to research specific areas related to coronavirus
that may also ask you to apply basic geographical concepts from the context
questions.

Follow @RainfordGeog on Twitter to find articles related this research and
the A level specification.




| Introduction: What is Coronavirus? \

Research the following questions to establish the context for your investigation:
a) What is coronavirus? Research a definition for the disease.
b) What is the pathology of the disease? (Transmission and symptoms)
c) How is it believed that coronavirus was able to jump the species barrier?

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Transmission Cycle of SARS CoV 2

COVID-19 is a new coronavirus that has been identified as
the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness globally. Bat Coronavirus

(Miniopterus bat coronavirus HKUS)
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| 1) Topic 3: Globalisation \

Context questions
a) Research a definition of ‘globalisation’? You may include different types of

globalisation in your answer.

b) The diagram below shows some of the
main factors that have led to the
acceleration of globalisation in the 20t
century. Explain how transport and
communication technologies have
enabled the development of globalisation
and an interconnected world?
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Coronaquestions - Globalisation and the Global Economy

Globalisation has created an interconnected world with Transnational Corporations
operating on multiple continents and creating links between the economies of
nations around the world.

a) What is meant by the term ‘global supply chain?
b) What is meant by the ‘Just in Time” method of manufacturing production?
c) How has coronavirus disrupted the global supply chains around the world? Read
the following article and find examples of major TNC's that have been negatively
affected by coronavirus crisis?
httDs //www dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/11/covid-19-and-its-
impact-on-the-global- economv - T

d) Explain what are the main sectors of an economy? E.g. Primary, Secondary,
Tertiary, Quaternary
e) Which sectors of the economy have been hardest hit by the coronavirus? Explain
why?
f) What sectors of the economy have benefited during the coronavirus crisis?
Explain why?
g) Which countries and their economies have been hardest hit by the coronavirus?
Read the following article and summarise how each country has been affected.
https://www.lovemoney.com/gallerylist/94621/countries-economies-hardest-hit-by-
coronavirus
h) Will coronavirus end globalisation as we know it? Read the following article and
summarise the key points.
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2020-03-16/will-coronavirus-end-
globalization-we-know-it
i) How might coronavirus make for a more sustainable world? Research how the
‘new normal’ might be good for people and the environment.

clmae cha,, Start with the following articles to help you:
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| 2) Topic 7: Superpowers \
Context Questions
a) Research what is meant by the term ‘global superpower’.
b) The USA is regarded as the world’s largest superpower. Provide evidence to
justify why this may be true. (Research the size of their economy, number of
TNCs, military, geopolitics etc)
c) Who are the '‘BRICs"? Explain why each country is regarded as an emerging
superpower?
d) Who are the other major superpowers in the world today? (Think about the
EU and G8)

Coronaquestions: Superpowers and Coronavirus
Reading for Meaning: The global economy moves in long-term (Kondratieff)
cycles, in which global economy experiences periods of growth followed by
recessions (depressions), roughly every 50-60 years. The fallout of each cycle can
result in the shift of global superpower status (E.g. The power shifted from the
British Empire to the USA after the recession in Europe after WWII and the end of
the Cold War).

a) Complete the table on the next page to compare the impact of coronavirus in
each country?
b) Devise a criteria that you would use to judge the success of a country in dealing
with coronavirus?
¢) Which country or countries do you think have handled the crisis successfully?
d) Do you think that there could be a reordering of the global superpowers as a
result of coronavirus? Will the USA remain the only superpower? Who could
challenge the USA for superpower status?
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/us-trump-world-decline-coronavirus-brazil-
bolsonaro-a9430566.html
e) Which of the BRICs do you think will emerge from the crisis the strongest? (Has
China’s reputation been damaged as it was the source of the virus? Has Brazil's

response damaged its economy in the long term?)
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3) Topic 8: Global Development and Connections - Topic 8A: Health,
Human Rights and Intervention

Whilst coronavirus has had significant impacts on many of the richest economies in
the world, it also presents significant challenges for developing countries. Countries
that may be unable to respond effectively to the crisis.

a) Study the map below which shows the number of cases found in different
countries around the world. (Correct at time of writing - May 2020)

5,307,708 340,196

Confirmed cases worldwide Deaths worldwide

Jurizdictions with cases confirmed as of May 23, 2020, 8:32 PM GMT+1
-9 10-99 W100-999 1.000-9.999 H10.000-9999% M100.000 or more

You can also view an interactive version of this map by clicking on this link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-coronavirus-cases-world-map/

Describe and summarise the number of cases and deaths around the
world.

Skills development: There are a number of ways that you can analyse choropleth
maps such as this one.
(® You could look at differences in continental areas, north and south hemispheres,
rich and poor nations.
(® You could also describe the distribution by using TEA (Trends, Evidence and
Anomalies).
(® What are the key trends? (highest vs lowest). Use evidence and examples of
countries with high and low levels to illustrate your answer.
(® Look for anomalies — are the any countries with no reported cases or no data?
Other anomalies could be unexpected trends such as high numbers in HICs and
vice versa.



https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-coronavirus-cases-world-map/

b) Some of the lowest infection and death rates are found in some of the
poorest countries — does this mean that they are less affected? Suggest
reasons why there may be a lower number of recorded cases in LICs?

Focus on India and South Africa.
a) How has India and South Africa been affected by Coronavirus?
b) How did each country respond the virus outbreak?
c) Research how the response to the virus in each country may have resulted in
| Human Right Abuses.
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d) Why can it be argued that the poorest nations will be unable to cope if the
number of cases increase? Who would be the most vulnerable and why?
(Think about the accessibility and quality of healthcare, existing health
challenges and the strength of the economy)
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e) The UN has made economic and sustainable development a priority in tackling
uneven development in the poorest countries in the world during the 215t
century. Do you think the progress made to improve the lives of the most

vulnerable in the poorest nations will be maintained in the face of the global
pandemic? Justify your answer.
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\ 4) Topic 4: Shaping Places - Topic 4A: Regenerating Places

Context Questions
a) What are the main sectors of the UK economy?
b) What is regeneration? You can include both rural and urban regeneration as
part of your definition.
c) Successful regeneration includes aspects of social, environmental and
economic regeneration. Suggest reasons why all three are essential for a
regeneration project to be successful.
d) Click on the link below which shows the index of multiple deprivation for
England.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment data/file/833959/10D2019 Infographic.pdf

Look at the regions that are in the darkest colours. These areas experience the
highest rates of multiple deprivation. Suggest reasons why?

e) What have been the issues that have threatened the health of the high street
economy in recent years?

Coronaquestions — The Future of Regeneration?

a) There has been a significant shock effect on the UK
economy due to coronavirus. What is expected to
happen to the UK economy and levels of
employment? Which sectors have/will be worst
affected?

b) Austerity is a government strategy used to manage
the national budget and pay back debt during a
recession. What do you think will happen to areas in
need of regeneration during a period of austerity due
to the recession? How will this affect people, the
economy and the environment?

c) Do you think the high street could survive? How
could the high street adapt to the new normal?

d) Lived experience and community engagement: What
have been some of the good community aspects that
have emerged during the coronavirus crisis?

5) Environmental Impacts: Links to Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Topic 6:
The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security and Topic 2: Landscape Systems,
Processes and Change - Topic 2B: Coastal Landscapes and Change

Complete the following table to summarise the environmental positives
and negatives as a result of the global coronavirus response. Use the
questions as prompts for your research.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833959/IoD2019_Infographic.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833959/IoD2019_Infographic.pdf

Positives

Negatives

Climate How have emissions of GHGs fallen during the coronavirus Why might drop in emissions be short lived?
crisis?
Change
Air How has air quality improved in towns and cities and why? As the country reopens and people return to work, why might

Quality

there be more cars on the road due to coronavirus?

Wildlif How has wildlife benefitted from people being in lockdown? There has been an increase of poaching in endangered species
Hnalire - -
during the pandemic. Suggest/research reasons why?
and
Ecology
Wast What happened to the levels of litter and the quality of water | Why did panic buying result in an increase in household waste?
aste - Z -
during lockdown? What type of waste is being created as people take precautions
and during the virus?

Rubbish




| 6) Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards. |

The specification only covers tectonic hazards although for the purpose of this
investigation, please consider other natural hazards that have occurred during the
pandemic.

Context Questions

a) What is the difference between a hazard and a disaster?
b) What are the general effects of a natural disaster on people, the economy
and the environment?
c) LICs are often most vulnerable to natural disasters. Suggest reasons why?
d) Which international groups and agencies are involved in a disaster response?

Coronaquestions — Coronavirus and disaster response
a) Research examples of natural hazards that occurred during the coronavirus

crisis. E.g. Cyclone Amphan, Earthquakes in Turkey and New Zealand
b) Can you explain how coronavirus would complicate the disaster emergency
response? Would it be as effective?
¢) How do you think coronavirus will affect strategies to prepare and prevent
future disasters?
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