
BTEC Music Performance 

Bridging Work 

 

Here are the units for the course: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This bridging work focusses specifically on Units 1 and 3.  

Unit 1 

This unit is all about reading and understanding sheet music for many different types of music. This 

allows you to perform more confidently from the sheet music.  

You should ensure that you are familiar with all the concepts below and are ready to apply them for 

the start of Unit 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clefs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pitch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time signatures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major and Minor Scales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The circle of 5ths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to read the circle of 5ths 

The circle of 5ths is incredibly useful! It shows us all the keys, their key signature and how each key is 

related to each other:  

1) The ring of circle of major keys starts at C major. The next key to the right (G) is 5 away from 

C. Hence the name circle of 5ths.  

2) We start on C as it has no sharps or flats. You will notice that each time we go up a 5th, a 

sharp gets added until you have all 7 sharps.  

3) Starting again at C and going to the left, you will see that each note is 4 away from the 

previous note. Each time you go up a 4th, you add a flat in the key signature until you have all 

7 flats.  

4) The inner ring of minor keys follows exactly the same pattern. Starting on A minor (no flats 

or sharps) if you go to the right, you go up a 5th and add a sharp. If you go to the left, you go 

up a 4th and add a flat.  

The circle of 5ths shows us the relative major and minor keys: 

• A minor is the relative minor of C major. They both have no flats or sharps. 

• F# minor is the relative minor of A major. Thy both have 3 sharps. 

• E flat major is the relative major of C minor. They both have 3 flats 

 

The circle of 5ths shows us the dominant of each key: 

• The dominant is the 5th note of any key. So, this means that every key moving to the right is 

the dominant of the key before.  

• So, G is the dominant of C. 

• B major is the dominant of E major 

• C minor is the dominant of F minor 

• F major is the dominant of Bb major 

 

The circle of 5ths shows us the subdominant of each key: 

• The subdominant is the 4th note of any key. So, this means that every key moving to the left 

is the subdominant of the key before.  

• So, F is the subdominant of C. 

• A major is the subdominant of E major 

• C minor is the subdominant of G minor 

• Eb minor is the subdominant of Bb minor 

 

The closer two keys are together on the circle of 5ths, the more closely they are related (like a family 

tree). The further apart they are, the less related they are. 

 

 

 

 



Triads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Phrases and Cadences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modulation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions: 

1) Which type of clef would be best for the trombone? 

2) Which type of clef would be best for the flute? 

3) Which type of clef would be best for the viola? 

4) Which notes are shown below? (Remember to check the clef!) 

 

 

 

 



5) What does the top number in a time signature show us? 

6) What does it mean if there is a 4 on the bottom of a time signature? 

7) What does it mean if there is an 8 on the bottom of a time signature? 

8) What is the first note of any scale called? 

9) What is the fifth note of any scale called? 

10) What is the seventh note of any scale called? 

11) What is the pattern of tones and semitones for a major scale? 

12) Using this pattern, write out the notes of the F major scale. 

13) Write out the notes of the B major scale. 

14) What is the pattern of tones and semitones for a minor scale? 

15) Using this pattern, write out the notes of the C minor scale.  

16) Write out the notes of the D minor scale. 

17) How is the 7th note changed in a harmonic minor scale? 

18) Name three things that we can learn from the circle of 5ths: 

a.   

b.   

c.    

19) Use the circle of 5ths to give the following information: 

a. The relative minor of B major is ______________ 

b. The relative minor of Ab major is _______________ 

c. The relative major of C# minor is _______________ 

d. The relative major of G minor is ______________ 

e. The dominant of Db major is _______________ 

f. The dominant of F major is ________________ 

g. The subdominant of A major is ______________ 

h. The subdominant of Eb major is ______________ 

20) What two intervals make up the following: 

a. Major triad 

b. Minor triad 

c. Augmented triad 

d. Diminished triad 

 

 



21) What are the two ways to modulate? 

a.   

b.   

22) Which type of modulation is often used in pop songs? 

23) What feeling does this create? 

Want more? 

Here are some other Italian terms that it will be useful to know: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 3 

Task 1: Ensure you are practicing your instrument every day! This unit is about how polished your 
performing is so the more you practice, the better it will be.  

 

Task 2: Use YouTube to watch live performances by four of your favourite artists. 

As you are watching, think about the following and how all the elements combine to make an 
outstanding performance: 

Before the performance: 

• How do they enter the stage?  

• How do they prepare? 

• How do they interact with the audience? 

During the performance: 

• Movement on or around the stage? 

• What do they do with their face/hands/bodies? 

After the performance: 

• What do they do when they finish the performance? 

• How do they interact with the audience? 

 

Name of performer: Notes: 

1. 
 
 
 
 

 

2.  
 
 
 
 

 

3.  
 
 
 
 

 

4.  
 
 
 
 

 

 


