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Introduction to the course

This course is made of stimulating content to enable you to develop your
linguistic skills alongside your understanding of the culture and society of the
countries where Spanish is spoken.

You will study technological and social change as well as highlights of
Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on Spanish regional identity and
the cultural heritage of past civilisations.

You will be able to explore the influence of the past on present-day Spanish-
speaking communities to learn the language in the context of Spanish-
speaking countries and the issues and influences which have shaped them.

Link to the exam board specification: https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-
and-a-level/spanish-7692
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Course Outline

The specification has been designed to study over two years the topics below:

1. Social issues and trends:

Aspects of Hispanic society:
Modern and traditional values.
Cyberspace.
Equal rights.

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society:
Immigration.
Racism.
Integration.

2. Political and artistic culture:

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world:
Modern day idols.
Spanish regional identity.
Cultural heritage or cultural landscape.

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world:
Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens.
Monarchies, republics and dictatorships.
Popular movements.

On top of that you will become confident with Spanish Grammar: you will be
expected to have studied the grammatical system and structures of the
language during the course. GCSE grammar is assumed. In the exam you will
be required to use, actively and accurately, grammar and structures
appropriate to the tasks set.

You will also have to study two works:
The film Volver by Almodévar.
The play La Casa de Bernarda Alba by Lorca.

And you will have to do an Individual Research Project (IRP): you must
identify a subject or a key question which is of interest to you and which
relates to a country or countries where Spanish is spoken to develop research
skills. You will demonstrate your ability to initiate and conduct individual
research by analysing and summarising your findings, in order to present and
discuss them in the speaking assessment.




After the 2 years, you will sit 3 papers:

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing: This is a 2 %2 -hour exam which
represents 100 marks (scaled to 200). It represents 40% of the total A-level
marks. There are 3 sections:

a) Listening Section: Listening and responding to spoken passages
from a range of contexts and sources covering different registers and adapted
as necessary. Material will include complex factual and abstract content and
questions will target main points, gist and detail. Studio recordings in
Castilian Spanish will be used and you will have individual control of the
recording. All questions are in Spanish, to be answered with non-verbal
responses or in Spanish (30 marks).

b) Reading and Writing Section: Reading and responding to a variety
of texts written for different purposes, drawn from a range of authentic
sources and adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual and
abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. All
questions are in Spanish, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in
Spanish (50 marks).

c) Writing Section: Translation into English; a passage of minimum
100 words (10 marks) and Translation into Spanish; a passage of minimum
100 words (10 marks).

Paper 2: Writing: This is a 2-hour exam which represents 80 marks. It
represents 30% of the total A-level marks.

You have to answer 1 question in Spanish on the play from a choice of 2
questions and 1 question in Spanish on the film from a choice of 2 questions.
All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues
covered in the work and a critical and analytical response to features such as
the form and the technique of presentation, as appropriate to the work
studied. No access to text, film or dictionary during the assessment. You are
advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.

Paper 3: Speaking: This is a 21-23 minutes oral exam (including 5 mins
preparation time) which represents 60 marks (scaled to 120). It represents
30% of the total A-level marks.
a) Part 1 - Discussion of a sub-theme with stimulus card (5-6
minutes): You study the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test (25 marks).
b) Part 2 - Presentation and discussion (11-12 minutes): Presentation
(2 minutes) and discussion (9-10 minutes) of individual research project (35
marks). No access to a dictionary.
The test will be conducted and recorded by your teacher.

All tests will be marked by an AQA examiner.




As well as this Spanish and grammar knowledge you will need to be able to
use IT effectively. Skills you will use and develop are:

e Word processing — your preparation for the speaking exam will need to
be presented using a computer. Being able to use word processing
software quickly and in a professional manner will be important.

e Internet research — being discerning, selective and sourcing correctly
both in Spanish and English.

e Mind mapping — use MindView7 to create mind maps of the studied
topics as well as the 2 works.

e Referencing sources - your IRP and all the preparation for the
speaking exam must be making constant reference to a country or
countries where Spanish is spoken.

e Using audio on the computer — you will need to be able to use and
manage your timings when doing listening activities as you will have to
pace yourself on the Paper 1 exam

Recommended Resources

1. Online Dictionaries
http:/ /www.wordreference.com/
https:/ /www.linguee.com/
http:/ /dle.rae.es/?w=diccionario
https:/ /www.spanishdict.com/

2. Grammar exercises online
https:/ /www.verbix.com/languages/spanish.html
http:/ /www.todo-claro.com/e_index.php
http:/ /www.aprenderespanol.org/
http://www.asisehace.net/ (Intermediate Level)
https://studyspanish.com/grammar
https:/ /espanol.lingolia.com /en/grammar

You must as well keep up to date with the current affairs in the Hispanic
world. There are plenty of apps that you can download on your phone, tablet
and even TV to do so:

- newspapers: El Pais, diariosport, etc.
- radio: cadena ser, cadena dial, etc.

- tv: atresplayer, mitele, etc.



http://www.wordreference.com/
https://www.linguee.com/
http://dle.rae.es/?w=diccionario
https://www.spanishdict.com/
https://www.verbix.com/languages/spanish.html
http://www.todo-claro.com/e_index.php
http://www.aprenderespanol.org/
http://www.asisehace.net/
https://studyspanish.com/grammar
https://espanol.lingolia.com/en/grammar

These booklets have been designed specifically for you, to enable you keep up
with all the work when you join us in September 2022. It contains a
programme of studies and resources to prepare you to start your Spanish A-
Level course in a positive and orderly manner.

The summer homework activities need to be completed and handed in to Mr.
Contreras-Ramis on the 1st day you start as a sixth former at The
Ravensbourne School.

Summer Homework 1 — Grammar reinforcement

You will need to complete the Grammar booklet provided using the different
colours and structures as the given ones as well as some reading activities.

Summer Homework 2 — Topic reinforcement

You will need to complete the Unit 2 Topic booklet provided using your
previous knowledge and developing your research skills for the new content
to develop your vocabulary, grammar, translation and reading activities.

Summer Homework 3 — Cultural reinforcement

As you have seen in the intro, for Paper 2 we are studying Volver, a film by
Pedro Almodovar. You will need to do a PowerPoint following the provided
model for any other Almodovar film, so that you can start getting used to his
style.




