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Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope that you all enjoyed the recent bank holiday and were able to take advantage of the opportunity
to rest, recharge, and spend some quality time with family and friends. We appreciate the continued
support of our school community and hope the break was a positive one for everyone.

This week in school, we have enjoyed marking VE Day, giving students the opportunity to reflect onits
historical significance, the sacrifices made by previous generations, and the importance of remembrance.
We were also delighted to join the nation in wishing Sir David Attenborough a very happy 100th birthday,
recognising his extraordinary contribution to education, science, and the natural world, and the inspiration
he continues to provide to young people across the world.

Public examinations for Year 11 and Year 13 students are now well underway, with the first written
examinations of the exam window having taken place this week, alongside the continuation of practical
and creative assessments. From next week onwards, the written examination schedule increases
significantly, and we would like to extend our very best wishes to all students as they continue through
this demanding period. We are immensely proud of the resilience, maturity, and determination students
have shown in preparing for these examinations. We encourage students to continue revising
consistently, attending intervention sessions, asking for support when needed, and ensuring they look
after their wellbeing throughout the exam season.

This is also an important reminder that end-of-year assessments for all other year groups are now fast

approaching. Students should now begin revising regularly and preparing thoroughly to ensure they are
able to demonstrate their knowledge and make strong academic progress. Developing effective revision
habits and preparing early are key to success.

This week also saw the continuation of our TRS Charter Week, with
more students successfully completing sections of the TRS Charter.

The Charter plays an important role in developing character, “PG“M I “ G
leadership, enrichment, and wider participation beyond the classroom.

It encourages students to engage with opportunities that build EVE"TS
confidence, resilience, and community spirit, and it has been fantastic
to see so many students continuing to embrace these experiences.
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Our students have also continued to benefit from a wide range of

enrichment and leadership opportunities. This week, students taking WEEK MONDAY
part in the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award completed their expedition 11TH MAY 2026 -
practice run, developing teamwork, navigation, resilience, and TH

independence in preparation for their assessed expedition later this FRIDAY 15 MAY

year. 2026

Finally, we would like to remind families that we are currently collecting
donations for the Hayes Community Food Bank. We would be

extremely grateful for any contributions the school community is able HALF TE RM
to make. Please note that we are only able to accept non-perishable FRI DAY 2 2 ND
items and kindly ask that fresh food is not donated. Thank you in

advance for your generosity and support for this important local cause. MAY 20 26
Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership with
the school.

Mr Patel
Head of School

Mr Ridley
Executive Principal




TEACHING AND LEARNING

As we move into a crucial assessment period—with Year 11 and 13
examinations underway, Year 8 and 9 assessments beginning on Monday
11th May and Year 7, 10 and 12 assessments after half term—we want to
share two powerful revision strategies that can make a real difference to
students’ success.

Supporting Effective Revision

1. Mind Mapping,

What isit?

Mind mapping is a visual way of organising information. It allows students
to break down large topics into key ideas and see how those ideas are
connected.

How it works:

1. Start with a centralidea

Write the main topic in the centre of a page (e.g., “Climate Change” or
“Macbeth”).

2. Create main branches

Add key themes or concepts branching out from the centre (e.g., causes,
effects, key quotes, case studies).

3. Add smaller branches

Break each theme into smaller facts, examples, or explanations.

4. Use colour, images, and symbols

This helps memory by making the information more engaging and easier to
recall.

2. Flashcards and the Leitner System
What are flashcards?

Flashcards are small cards with a question on one side and the answer on
the other. They are ideal for testing knowledge regularly. Using the Leitner
system, students focus on the knowledge they find hardest, and it builds
confidence through repeated success.

The key to success: spacing (The Leitner System)
The Leitner System organises flashcards into groups based on how well a
student knows them.

How it works:

1. Start with all cards in one box
Review them regularly (e.g., daily).
2. Ifacard is answered correctly:
Move it to the next box

Itwill now be reviewed less often
3. Ifacardis answered incorrectly:
Move it back to the first box

It will be reviewed more frequently
4. Over time:

Easy knowledge appears less often
Difficult knowledge is prioritised

How Parents and Carers Can Help
You can support your child by:
e Encouraging short, regular revision sessions
¢ Asking them to explain what they have revised (a powerful form of recall)
¢ Helping them create a calm and consistent revision routine
¢ Display completed mind maps somewhere visible for quick review
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As we move further into the summer term, our core values of Ambition,
Integrity and Excellence are more visible than ever across our Sixth Form
community. These values are not just words on a wall; they shape the way
our students work, the way they treat one another, and the way they
approach the challenges ahead.

This week marks a significant milestone for our Year 13 students as they
begin their final examinations. This moment signals the start of their
concluding chapter with us — a period filled with focus, determination
and the culmination of two years of hard work. We are incredibly proud of
the commitment they have shown, the integrity with which they have
prepared, and the ambition they continue to demonstrate as they strive
for the outcomes they deserve.

The next six weeks will require perseverance, resilience and belief. We
know our students are capable of achieving excellence, and we will
continue to support them every step of the way. Their efforts now will
open doors to apprenticeships, universities, careers and opportunities
that reflect their potential.

A reminder that Friday 22nd May will be the final official day for Year 13
before study leave begins. On this day, we will come together for their
Leavers’ Assembly — a celebration of their journey, their achievements,
and the community they have helped shape. It is always a memorable and
meaningful event, and it is not to be missed.

Looking ahead, our Year 12 students will begin their end-of-year
examinations immediately after the half-term break. These assessments
are a vital part of their progression into Year 13, and it is essential that
students are already revising and preparing thoroughly. Strong
performance now will ensure they are equipped, confident and ready to
take on the demands of their final year with ambition and purpose.

We wish all our Sixth Form students the very best as they move through
thisimportant period. Their hard work is already something to be proud
of, and we look forward to celebrating their success in the weeks ahead.

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK
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STAY CONNECTED! *{J

For all the latest updates, news, and highlights from our school community.
Don’t miss out!

@ @Ravensbournesch
ﬁ Facebook.com/ TheRavensbourneSchool
X @Ravensbournesch

. Linkedin.com/schooltheravensbourneschool
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Office@ravensbourne.info
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