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Dear Parents and Carers,

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

Mr Ridley

Welcome back to school. We hope you and your families had a restful half term. We have begun the

new term with a clear sense of purpose and a reset for everyone. This week, students have been

reminded of our high expectations around behaviour, culture, and teaching and learning, ensuring we

start the term focused and ready to succeed.

We would like to share Mr Contreras has left The Ravensbourne School after 24 years service we wish

him all the very best in his next chapter. 

 

We are also delighted to welcome two new members of staff to our school community. Miss Dhondy

joins us as Assistant Headteacher, and Ms Thomas has joined the Drama Department. We are very

pleased to have them with us and hope they enjoy their time here as they settle into their new roles.

 

Our first day back on Monday was an INSET Day, providing staff with valuable department time and the

opportunity to develop new skills to support teaching and learning as we move into the new term.

 

This term will have a strong focus on Year 11 and Year 13 as they prepare for their upcoming

examinations. Exam activity has already begun this week with a Textiles exam and language speaking

exams taking place. The official exam season begins on 1st May, and we are committed to supporting

our students to feel confident, prepared, and well supported throughout this period.

 

We were also pleased to welcome the CEO of the Trust to the school this week. During his visit, he made

a point of observing as many classrooms as possible and he said how impressed he was by the

excellent behaviour and positive attitudes demonstrated by our students.

 
Finally, we would like to recognise an incredible, historic achievement

which took place over half term. The Artemis II mission, which

successfully flew around the Moon and returned safely to Earth, serves

as a powerful reminder of human ambition, resilience, and the

importance of science and exploration. It has been a source of

inspiration for our community and our students alike and we are

certain you were as fascinated as us.

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We are looking

forward to a busy and productive term ahead.



TEACHING AND LEARNING

GET IN TOUCH
Office@ravensbourne.info

020 8460 0083

Hayes Lane, BR2 9EH

STAY CONNECTED! 📲 

@Ravensbournesch

Facebook.com/ TheRavensbourneSchool

@Ravensbournesch

LinkedIn.com/schooltheravensbourneschool

For all the latest updates, news, and highlights from our school community. 
Don’t miss out! 

POST 16

CULTURE
Welcome back to the new half term. We are looking forward to a focused and
productive period for all students.

On Tuesday, all students were issued with:
Updated knowledge organisers
Updated retrieval booklets
Replacement learning pack equipment, where needed

These resources are designed to ensure students are fully equipped to engage
confidently with their learning throughout the half term.

A Key Half Term for Examination Year Groups
This is a crucial half term for our Year 11 and Year 13 students, who will soon be
entering their formal examination window.
Lessons are tightly focused on the most powerful knowledge from each subject.

Teaching is centred on applying knowledge and skills to meet exam requirements.
Students are supported to practise exam-style questions, improve technique, and
build confidence under timed conditions.

Looking ahead, next half term our KS3 students and those in Years 10 and 12 will
take their summer end-of-year examinations, making this an important time to
establish strong revision habits.

How Students Can Revise Effectively
Students have been given structured revision materials to support their independent
study. Below are some of the key strategies we encourage them to use at home.

1. Using Knowledge Organisers and Textbooks
Students should:
Identify essential facts, definitions, diagrams and case studies
Focus on learning core knowledge accurately and fluently
Regularly test themselves rather than just re-reading content

2. Revision Checklists and RAG-Rating
Students are encouraged to use the revision checklists provided by their teachers to:
RAG rate topics (Red = unsure, Amber = some confidence, Green = confident)
Prioritise revision time on Red and Amber areas
Track progress as they improve their understanding

3. Exam Practice in Timed Conditions
One of the most effective ways to revise is by:
Answering exam-style questions
Completing tasks in exam timings
Checking answers against mark schemes to understand how marks are awarded.

This helps students apply their knowledge accurately and develop effective exam
technique.

Other Helpful Revision Techniques
We also encourage students to use a variety of evidence-based revision strategies:
✅ Active Recall
Students test themselves on information (for example, covering notes and writing
down what they remember). This strengthens memory far more than re-reading
notes.
✅ Spaced Repetition
Rather than revising a topic once, students revisit it regularly over time. This helps
move knowledge into long-term memory.
✅ Mind Mapping
Creating visual diagrams that link ideas together can help students organise
knowledge and see connections between topics.
✅ Flashcards and the Leitner System
Flashcards are most effective when used with spacing:
Cards answered correctly are reviewed less often
Cards found difficult are reviewed more frequently
 This ensures students focus on what they find hardest.

How Parents and Carers Can Help
You can support your child by:
Encouraging short, regular revision sessions
Asking them to explain what they have revised (a powerful form of recall)
Helping them create a calm and consistent revision routine

Thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to contact the school if
you have any questions about supporting your child’s learning.

 The Quality of Education Team

Our Year 12 students have been demonstrating real ambition and integrity as
they take part in interviews for the 2027-27 Student Leadership Team. Seven
students have been shortlisted following an impressive round of
applications. Their passion for student voice, community impact and driving
forward new initiatives has been clear throughout the process.
We will be announcing the successful candidates in next week’s newsletter,
once the full selection process is complete. The new team will play a central
role in shaping the sixth form experience and upholding our shared
commitment to excellence.

A heartfelt thank you goes to our current Student Leadership Team for their
dedication this year. Their work has strengthened our community and set a
high standard for those who follow. An especially big thank you to our Head
Boy and Head Girl, whose leadership, reliability and integrity have been
invaluable.

Year 13: Final Push Toward Exams
With end‑of‑year examinations fast approaching, Year 13 students are
entering a crucial period of preparation. The focus now is on:
Consolidating learning through consistent, high‑quality study
Completing outstanding coursework to the best possible standard
Seeking support early and often from teachers and tutors
Maintaining balance, wellbeing and a sense of purpose

This is the moment where ambition meets action. The effort students invest
now will be rewarded with the strongest possible outcomes on results day in
August. We are proud of the maturity and determination Year 13 continue to
show, and we remain committed to supporting them every step of the way.

It has been lovely to see students returning to school positively and ready to
learn, and we would like to thank parents and carers for their continued
support with good attendance and punctuality. Regular attendance is
essential for students’ wellbeing, progress and achievement, particularly at
this important stage of the school year, and we kindly remind families that
students should attend every day unless they are genuinely unwell. We also
ask for your continued support in ensuring students return in full and correct
school uniform, which helps promote high standards, equality and a strong
sense of school identity.
 
Looking ahead to next week, we will be celebrating World Earth Day, with
activities focused on environmental awareness, and marking Stephen
Lawrence Day, providing an important opportunity to reflect on equality,
respect and standing together against discrimination. We look forward to
sharing these meaningful events with our school community.
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