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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a brilliant start to the new academic year at The Ravensbourne School. Over the past four
years, our school has been on a clear journey shaped by our vision: to unlock potential, inspire
successful futures, and enable social mobility. Everything we do is underpinned by our values - we
create ambition, we act with integrity, and we achieve excellence - and we are proud to see how
strongly these are being lived out in our classrooms and across our community.

As we have walked around lessons during these opening weeks, we have seen a strong start from
both students and staff. The quality of teaching has been consistently high, and the level of student
engagement has been excellent. Our new Teaching and Learning artefacts are already making a
powerful impact, helping to drive clarity and focus in lessons, and we would encourage you to learn
more about these on the Teaching and Learning page of our school website.

Beyond the classroom, it has been inspiring to see our students excelling in other areas of school life.
The Year 7 girls and boys’ football trials this week showcased an unbelievable level of quality, talent,
and determination, and it was a joy to see so many of our youngest students participating with such
enthusiasm.

This week we welcomed Year 10 families to our Information
Evening, marking the formal start of their GCSE journey and
providing an important opportunity to share key information
about the year ahead. Next week, we look forward to continuing
this important dialogue with families: on Wednesday 17th
September, our Year 11 and Year 12 Information Evenings will take

place, followed by the Year 7 meet the tutor and Information

Evening on Thursday 18th September. UPGOMI“G
Later this month, on Thursday 25th September, we will hold our

Year 6 Open Evening. This is one of the most important dates in EVE“TS
our school calendar, an opportunity to showcase everything that

makes Ravensbourne special. Families will see first-hand the

strength of our teaching, the pride we take in our values, and the
energy and ambition that define our students.

YEAR 11
We would like to thank you for your continued support in INFOMATION
upholding our school systems. High expectations for all learners MEETING
are central to our success and it is through consistency, 17TH
partnership and pride that we enable every student to thrive.
Together, we are building on our vision, living out our values and SEPTEMBER

creating the conditions for excellence at every level.
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TEACHING &LEARNING

It has been a pleasure visiting classes this week looking at the
excellent learning taking place, as well as seeing students using their
Learning Packs.

Checking for understanding using mini-whiteboards in sixth form
lesson, Use of knowledge organisers in year 8 history and Exercise
books demonstrating The Ravensbourne Way in Geography:

Homework

This week we launched homework and so students should now have
homework set for each of their subjects. Please see the fifth episode of
Student Success Lab for the launch of homework with students earlier
this week:

As a reminder here is helpful table on expectations on
setting of homework:

Maths, English,

Science, MFL, 30 minutes  Per week

History,

Geoaraphv

- All 1 hour Per week

Per subject, per
week

All 5 hours (Including
Uplearn where
appropriate)

Information for students and parents:

e Please be aware that T&L support for students and families linked
to our new resources can be found on our school website here:
The Ravensbourne School - Teaching and Learning

¢ All KOs and homework retrieval booklets can be found here:
The Ravensbourne School - Knowledge organisers

These will be added to half termly.

Next week’s focus: The Ravensbourne Way

Next week we will be focusing on achieving excellence with The
Ravensbourne Way in exercise books. Please encourage your child to
be producing the best work in their books!

CULTURE

It's been a really positive start to the term, and it's great to see our
school community back together with such energy. A special
welcome to our new Year 7 students, who have made an excellent
start. They have settled in quickly, and it's been fantastic to see their
confidence growing day by day.

As always, we are keeping a strong focus on the basics: uniform,
attendance, punctuality to lessons, and behaviour. Getting these
things right makes a big difference, helping to create a calm,
focused environment where everyone can learn and achieve their
best. Thank you for your continued support with this.

Over the summer, our Behaviour Policy was updated and is now
available on the school website. One key change is to our VAR
system. Please note that the sanction for removal from lessons has
been updated and we encourage all families to take a look at the
new policy. A separate communication will be sent regarding this so
you are fully informed.

We're looking forward to building on this strong start. By working in
partnership with students and families, we can keep raising
expectations, building confidence, and helping every student to
thrive.

POST 16

A Warm Welcome to Our Sixth Form Students
At The Ravensbourne Sixth Form, we are
delighted to welcome our new cohort of Year
12 students. This year, we've been joined by a
vibrant mix of both internal and external
students, all eager to begin their post-16
journey with us.

To help our new students settle in and feel part of our
community, we spent the first few days exploring the
theme of ‘Belonging’. Through a series of engaging
team-building challenges, students had the
opportunity to connect with one another, build
relationships, and develop a sense of unity and shared
purpose.

We also introduced our students to the VESPA mindset
programme, which encourages learners to reflect on
their study habits and consider how small, consistent
changes can lead to significant improvements in their
academic performance. It's been inspiring to see how
quickly our Year 12s have embraced this approach to
learning.

Meanwhile, our Year 13 students have returned from their
summer break with great enthusiasm and focus. They’ve hit the
ground running, preparing for their upcoming November PPE
exams and continuing work on their UCAS applications. Their
maturity and commitment to their future goals have been truly
commendable. ~

Overall, it has been a fantastic start to the
academic year. Myself, along with Heads
of Year Mr Sodergren (Year 12 HOY) and
Ms Ferigan (Year 13 HOY), have been
incredibly impressed by the positive
attitude and readiness to learn shown by
all our sixth form students.

Here's to a successful and rewarding year
ahead!

D. Worden

Head of Sixth Form

The
Ravenshour ne

Orion School

Education



https://www.ravensbourne.info/Teaching-and-Learning/
https://www.ravensbourne.info/Parents/Knowledge-organisers/

