Beast by Ally Kennen
This is the story of a boy called Stephen, a misunderstood
seventeen year old from a foster home in a small town who
bottles up his emotional secrets so much that they finally catch
up with him and change his life. His secret pet crocodile - or
Beast - escapes from its cage and causes him worry in case it
gets discovered. By sharing this and other secrets with others he
is eventually able to catch the Beast and unburden himself of this
and other problems.

The story is written in the first person. This enables the reader
to really identify Stephen's complex troubles and understand him
even if the other characters do not. The beginning is particularly
intriguing because there are ten points in chronological order
during his life when Stephen has done bad things. As the points
go on, Stephen gets older, and the points get worse. The part I
liked the least was the episode when the characters are waiting
up a tree near the reservoir where the crocodile was last seen. I
found this boring because although it was tense, there wasn't any
action or thrill to liven the plot at that point.

I enjoyed Beast for a variety of reasons. Unlike some books I
have read, I was keen to finish it and I did. I felt I could relate
to Stephen sometimes especially the way he tries to get a point
across but it comes out wrong. The theme of being misunderstood
and keeping secrets definitely plays a great role in the story. I
expect that people in their teens would enjoy Beast for that
reason and would recommend it for anyone over thirteen,
especially boys.
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